
Degrees and Certificates

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Associate in Arts Degree
A student obtaining an A.A. degree in Political Science will be able to demonstrate critical thinking, analytic problem solving, research and communication
skills, all of which are valued by institutions of higher education and the labor market. Students will apply these skills to understand the structure and functions
of American government; the institutions, players, and processes in American national and state governments; the exercise of power in governmental
institutions; comparison of the U.S. political system to others in the world; and political relations among nations and the transnational relations practiced
by people, organizations, and institutions across national boundaries. The Political Science Program at West Valley College is primarily transfer oriented. It
prepares students to enter 4-year Political Science or any Political Science-related program at the university level. Students are required to earn a minimum
grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 and earn a grade of C or better in all courses required for the major.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this program a student will be able to:

• Describe the political relations among nations and the transnational relations practiced by people, organizations, and institutions across national




